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BUSHFIRE COMMUNITY DAY 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.10 pm]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house about the inaugural Bushfire Community Day held at the Bushfire Centre of Excellence on 
Saturday, 30 October. The Bushfire Centre of Excellence is a first-of-its-kind training and education facility, which 
is leading in bushfire management, research, science and community education. This is the first time that the 
state-of-the-art centre has opened its doors to the community in this format and it was a great success. The open day 
provided more than 500 community members with the opportunity to learn about bushfire safety. The theme of the 
day was bushfire preparedness—a critical message ahead of the start of our southern bushfire season. 
There were educational displays, information sessions, easy-to-understand demonstrations, and opportunities to 
speak to bushfire safety specialists and share that knowledge with their communities. Those who attended could 
also learn about the actions they can take to prepare themselves, their animals and their homes and gardens for 
the upcoming season. This included a bushfire 101 question and answer session, a climate and bushfire overview, 
a fire-wise gardening workshop and a yarn around the fire pit about cultural fire. There were also 40 exhibitors 
providing the opportunity to learn about Emergency WA, the new Australian warning system and the Australian 
fire danger rating system. The portable automatic weather station and virtual reality training technologies were in 
action. The Department of Fire and Emergency Services’ fire investigation and analysis unit provided information on 
lithium-ion battery–related fires, and the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development communicated 
ways to plan for and prepare animals for an emergency. Family-friendly activities were the RAC helicopter simulator, 
the firefighter dress-up photo booth, the animal farm and the dedicated kids’ corner. A kids’ passport encouraged 
children to visit information booths and displays to collect stamps, and about 100 children completed their passport. 
The West Murray Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade showcased a drill on what firefighters are trained to do during a burnover 
situation and a potentially life-saving demonstration on what to do if you encounter a bushfire while driving. The 
Mandurah State Emergency Service canine unit dogs were a particular crowd favourite. The Career Fire and Rescue 
Service recruitment team was also at the open day to speak with community members about what it takes to be 
a firefighter, and a number of women firefighters were there. 
I am proud that the McGowan government’s Bushfire Centre of Excellence is helping to improve community safety. 
The open day was a great success and I would like to thank all involved in its planning and execution. We look 
forward to welcoming all to the next Bushfire Community Day in 2022. 
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